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SECRET ADDIS ABABA 6519 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRN ENGR ET 

SUB J : ETHIOPIA'S TRANSPORT SITUATION 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 5755 

1 . ACCORDING TO SOURCES IN THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, THE 
TRANSPORTATION BOTTLENECK WHICH HAS PLAGUED THE EPMG 
SINCE THE DJIBOUTI RAILROAD WAS CUT IN JUNE, IS NOW 
BEING OVERCOME. THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE WITH 
REGARD TO THE DISTRIBTION OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, 

AND IS DUE TO THE ARRIVAL IN ASSAB EARLIER IN 
NOVEMBER OF 70 FIAT FUEL TANKERS (APPROX. 

CAPACITY 13,000 LITERS), EACH WITH TRAILER (APPROX. 

CAPACITY 13,000 LITERS). AN ADDITIONAL 30 LARGE 
MERCEDES FUEL TANKERS ARE EXPECTED IN ASSAB LATER 
SECRET 
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THIS MONTH, AND 20 FUEL TANKERS REPORTEDLY 
ARE BEING OBTAINED FROM KENYA. SUDDENLY GOING 
FROM RAGS TO RICHES, AUTHORITIES NOW ARE CONSIDERING 
TAKING SOME OF THE OLDEST, MOST DECREPIT TANKERS 
OUT OF SERVICE. 

2. PETROLEUM STORAGE TANKS IN ADDIS ABABA AND 
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THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ARE IN THE PROCESS OF 
BEING TOPPED UP, AND INDUSTRY SOURCES ANTICIPATE 
NO DIFFICULTY IN KEEPING THEM TOPPED UP AS LONG 
AS THE ASSAB-ADDIS ABABA ROAD REMAINS SECURE. 

3. CONTRIBUTING TO THE IMPROVED DISTRIBUTION OF 
PETROLEUM AND OTHER PRODUCTS AND GOODS, IS A MORE 
EFFICIENT SYSTEM OF TRANSPORTATION. DECIDING THAT 
THE LARGE-SCALE CONVOY SYSTEM BETWEEN ASSAB AND 
ADDIS ABABA WAS TOO SLOW, THE EPMG BEGAN EARLY IN 
NOVEMBER TO ALLOW INDIVIDUAL OR SMALL GROUPS OF 
TRUCKS TO SET THEIR OWN DEPARTURE TIMES AND PACE. 
AT THE SAME TIME THEY ESTABLISHED CHECKPOINTS 

ON THE ROUTE, WITH MILITARY PATROLS PLYING BETWEEN 
THE CHECKPOINTS. THIS NEW SYSTEM HAS REDUCED 
TURN AROUND TIME AND CONSEQUENTLY INCREASED THE 
FLOW OF GOODS OUT OF ASSAB. 

4. WHILE AUTHORITIES ARE SATISFIED WITH PROGRESS 
IN IMPROVING THE DISTRUBTION SYSTEM, THEY REMAIN 
CONCERED ABOUT THE SECURITY OF THE VITAL ASSAB- 
ADDIS ABABA ROAD. SHOULD THIS ROAD, LIKE THE 
MASSAWA-ASMARA ROAD, BE CUT, LIMITED STORAGE 
FACILITIES, ESPECIALLY FOR FUEL, WOULD CAUSE 

THE SITUATION TO DETERIORATE RAPIDLY. 

MATHERON 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 ADDIS 06519 220823Z 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRANSPORTATION, PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Nov-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ADDIS06519 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770432-0927 

Format: TEL 

From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 9771 1 33/aaaabbov. tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 509db1 1 4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: NOFORN 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NOFORN 
Reference: 77 ADDIS ABABA 5755 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 500761 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ETHIOPIAYS TRANSPORT SITUATION 
TAGS: ETRN. ENRG, ET 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/509db114-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



